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M. SALT RIVER GORGE

Field note M4d. Morphology — Ravines (kloofs)
[The formation of ravines — dry valleys — within the Hard Dunes is discussed in Chapter E].
Several ravines are located around the Salt River Gorge (Figure 1). On the north side, Sandkraal

se Kloofhas has not been explored yet, and it is probably not a dry valley. It is interesting to note
that Sandkraal se Kloof is opposite Koleskloof, which is also not a dry valley.
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Figure 1. Topography of the Salt River Gorge and it surrounds, showing the various ravines.

All the ravines are covered with very dense vegetation, which renders them impassable on foot
and on wheel. The only exception is the lower part of Langkloof, through which 4x4 vehicles
can travel, with great difficulties (dashed line within the Langkloof in Figure 1).

Dry valleys on the north side

Uibuiterskloof and the adjacent ravine are dry valleys. They have not been explored yet.

Dry valleys on the south side
The three ravines on the south are, from west to east Gewanogatekloof, Rooikranskloof and

Langkloof. They are deeply incised into the limestone hills (Hard Dunes). (Koleskloof is not a
dry valley).
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The Ghwanogatekloof and Rooikranskloof are located between Koleskloof and Langkloof
(Figures 2 to 4). The caves in the guano ravine were used by the Windhoek Farm settlers to
extract bat guano. It is still to be found out which are the actual guano caves.

Figure 2. Topographic map showing the Ghwanogatekloof (yellow arrow) and the
Rooikranskloof (white arrow; note that the direction of these ravines, which is the same of
Langkloof, read below). The ravines are very densely overgrown and thus inaccessible.

Figure 3. View from the northern bank of the marsh on the Ghwanogatekloof (yellow arrow) and
the Rooikranskloof (white arrow).
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Figure 4. View to the SW into the Ghwanogatekloof (yellow arrow). The cliffs on the left are the
Rooikrans

The Ghwanogatekloof may contain archaeological artefacts, according to a verbal report by
Jean Joubert, a long-time resident of the area, and per the following paragraph, from the book
“The People of De Hoop”, by Ann and Mike Scott, 2002:

While searching for guano in a cave on the farm Windhoek during the latter half of
1949, Mr PSH ("Tockie") Badenhorst unearthed a collection of skeletons and
implements (Grobbelaar and Goodwin 1952). These remains were housed in the
Zoological Institute of the University of Stellenbosch but may now be curated at
Iziko-South African Museum in Cape Town (7) The cave lies a few feet beneath a
capping of Quaternary (probably Late Pleistocene) surface calcrete, below the level of
the plain. The base of the cave is described as being more or less circular, 20" in
diameter, the floor being covered by a deposit of bat and owl guano 5' thick.
According to ML Wilson (2/9/92) nobody has been able to relocate the cave but it is
possibly in Wasdam se Kloof, or between Rietkloof and Jagersfontein se Kloof, or in
Ghwanogatekloof.

The following is a scan of the first lines from the abstract of the article mentioned above (on
archaeological findings in a cave near Bredasdorp), from SA archaeological Bulletin, 7, 1952:

’m:ron'r ON THE SKELETONS AND IMPLEMENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH

THEM FROM A CAVE NEAR BREDASDORP, CAPE PROVINCE

0ttt by C. S. GroseeLAARr and A. J. H. GoobwiN
— + ARead before the South African Association for the Advancement of Science, July 1952)

J-Jhisupqn concerns a collection of human skeletons and implements found in association

a

wth_them in a cave on the farm Windhoek; about twenty-two miles east of Bredasdorp, and
le iles from Skipskop, a small hioliday resort on the south coast. Section ] contains a

nntinn a2 nan.meincal and a metrical analueie Af naste Al aw adil clalosan St S0 0 aba
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Langkloof is the longest ravine (~3 km) on the west side of the Salt River Gorge. Two different
morphological parts can be distinguished: Lower Langkloof, which is deeply incised and could
be regarded a canyon with very steep walls (Figures 5 to 9).

[Read more about Langkloof in Chapters E, F and K].

Figure 5. Topographic map of Lower Langkloof.
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Figure 6. Satellite image showing the road into Langkloof (yellow arrows).

Figure 7. Satellite image showing the road in Langkloof (yellow arrows), climbing steeply to the
plateau south of it.
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Figure 8. One of the many vertical walls (Wankoe Formation) of Lower Langkloof, with karst
features.

Figure 9. The western part of Lower Langkloof is impassable due to thick vegetation and many
trees. View to the west from the road to the plateau south of Langkloof.
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