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Y. APPENDICES - FLORA
Appendix Y3. Salt River Marsh vegetation

[This Field Note is by no means a research of the marsh vegetation, but rather a collection of
observations made during the study. For more on the marsh, see Chapter M].

East of the concrete causeway the Salt River enters a marsh (the north end of De Hoop Vlei),
(Figure 1). The marsh is very shallow and in years of poor rainfall it is partially or totally dry
(Figures). [The De Hoop Vlei was declared a RAMSAR Site, but the marsh is not part of it].
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Figure 1. Topography map of the Salt River Marsh area.

On the dry riverbed there is no vegetation at all (Figure 2). Outside the river channel, there are
different types of vegetation (Figures 3 to 10).

Figure 2. View on the dry floor of the Salt River Marsh, from a point below Aasvoelkrans.
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Figure 3. Low shrubs on the floor of the dry Salt River Marsh.

Figure 4. In places the shrubs form round patches
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on the dry floor of the Salt River Marsh.
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Figure 5. A mix of a few types of vegetation, north of the concrete causeway. The trees in the
centre of the photograph are shown in Figures 5.1.25 and 5.1.26.

Figure 6. This type of cover is found in confined areas.
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Figure 8. Vegetation zonation on the northern shore.
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Figure 9. Algal mats. Top: live mats (yellow arrow) in the water and dead mats (black arrow) on
the ground where the water receded. Bottom: a closer look at dry mats.

In the morning of a day in early February 2019 (only hours after 15 mm of rain fell on the area),
the marsh floor was very colourful (Figure 10).

Figure 10. Looking eastwards from The Pinnacles on the marsh floor.
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The only trees growing in the marsh are found east of the concrete causeway (Figures 11 and
12). They are invasive trees. No such trees have been observed so far between Bredasdorp and
Potberg.

Figure 12. A closer look at the Salt Cedar.
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