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M. SALT RIVER GORGE
Field Note M7. Archaeology

The Salt River Gorge was inhabited in the past. There are two abandoned, historical farms on
the north bank of the Salt River Gorge, namely the Kathoek Farm and the Windhoek Farm, and
two ruins on the south bank, which were the outbuildings of the Windhoek Farm. The road, on
the north bank was built by the settlers (Figures 1 and 2).
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Figures 1 (top) and 2 (bottom). Topographic maps from 2014 (top) and 1942 (bottom) showing
the locations of the historic Kathoek Farm (blue arrow; the present Kathoek farm is located 2 km
to the north), historic Windhoek Farm (red arrow), the ruin in Koleskloof (black arrow), the ruin
near Fonteinkloof (yellow arrow) and the historic road (green arrow).
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[Read more about the history of the farms in the gorge in Ann and Mike Scott’'s book:” The
people of De Hoop Nature Reserve”, 2002].
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Apolstein, part of the Kathoek Farm is located some 350 m north of the Salt River. It is now
abandoned and in ruins (Figures 3 to 6). (The modern Kathoek Farm is south of, and next to

the road to Wydgeleé).

Figure 4. The ruins of Apolstein, part of the historic Kathoek Farm.
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Figure 5. The ruins of Apolstein, part of the historic Kathoek Farm.

Figure 6. The ruins of Apolstein, part of the historic Kathoek Farm.
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The Windhoek Farm is located on a hill 100 to 200 m north of the Salt River Marsh. It is now
abandoned and in ruins (Figures 7 to 12).

Figure 7. Satellite image showing the historic Windhoek Farm.

Figure 8. The Windhoek Farm. View from The Island.
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Figure 9. View to the west on the Windhoek Farm.

Figure 10. The church on Windhoek Farm.
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Figure 12. Newer buildings on the historic Windhoek Farm. They were used as offices and staff
accommodation of the De Hoop Nature Reserve, some decades ago.
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Ruins

The ruin in Koleskloof is close to the fountain (Figures 13 and 14).

Figure 13. Satellite image showing the location (arrow) of the ruin in Koleskloof.

Figure 14. The ruin in Koleskloof.
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The ruin near Fonteinkloof is of a cottage, which was probably used by the shepherds of the
Windhoek Farm (Figures 15 and 16).

Figure 15. Satellite image showing the location (arrow) of the ruin near Fonteinkloof.

Figure 16. The ruin (arrow) near Fonteinkloof.
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Roads

A road was built by the settlers of the Windheok Farm, probably to deliver the guano from the
Guano Cave, southeast of The Island, (Figures 17 to 20).

mage.® 2017 DigitalGlobe!
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Figure 17. Satellite Image. When the water level in the marsh is low, the road is exposed on a
low dyke above the marsh floor.
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Figure 18. Map of the north part of the De Hoop Vlei. The Island location is indicated by the blue
arrow. The entrance to the Guano Cave is indicated by the black arrow.
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Figure 19. The road on a low dyke (yellow arrows) between The Island and the east shore of the
Salt River Marsh. View to the east. The distance on the road to the Guano Cave is about 1.5 km.

Figure 20. The road on a low dyke (yellow arrows) between The Island and the Windhoek Farm.
View to the northwest.
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Figure 19. Section from the geology field sheet of the area. The red arrow points to what looks
like aroad, which took from the cave (yellow arrow) to the Windhoek Farm (white arrow), in the
lower Rietkloof Valley. The Valley is overgrown and wet and could not be studied.
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Human remains and implements

The Ghwanogatekloof may contain archaeological artefacts, according to a verbal report by

Jean Joubert, a long-time resident of the area, and per the following paragraph, from the book
“The People of De Hoop”, by Ann and Mike Scott, 2002:

While searching for guano in a cave on the farm Windhoek during the latter half of
1949, Mr PSH ("Toekie") Badenhorst unearthed a collection of skeletons and
implements (Grobbelaar and Goodwin 1952). These remains were housed in the
Zoological Institute of the University of Stellenbosch but may now be curated at
Iziko-South African Museum in Cape Town (?) The cave lies a few feet beneath a
capping of Quaternary (probably Late Pleistocene) surface calcrete, below the level of
the plain. The base of the cave is described as being more or less circular, 20" in
diameter, the floor being covered by a deposit of bat and owl guano 5' thick.
According to ML Wilson (2/9/92) nobody has been able to relocate the cave but it is

possibly in Wasdam se Kloof, or between Rietkloof and Jagersfontein se Kloof, or in
Ghwanogatekloof.

The following is a scan of the first page from the abstract of the article mentioned above (on

archaeological findings in a cave near Bredasdorp), from SA archaeological Bulletin, 7, 1952
(with someone’s hand-written notes):

/Ry ' T (ELETON N EMENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH
REPORT ON THE SKELETONS AND IMPLEM
THEM FROM A CAVE NEAR BREDASDORP, CAPE PROVINCE

ool by C. S. GroseeLAAR and A. J. H. GooDWIN
- ?’r (Read before the South African Association for the Advancement of Science, July 1952)

E is.report concerns a collection of human skeletons and implements found in association
W h-lh:;:ciﬁgé cave on the farm Windhoek; about twenty-two miles east of ?redasdogp,. and
,rei ht /miles from Skipskop, a smalf hohday resort on the south coast. Secnon.l contains a
" description, a non-metrical and a metrical analysis of parts of an adult skeleton mc!udmg t!le
skull and lower jaw, hereafier referred to as skull Sk. Bl, anq a sbort dlSCUSS'lO!'I on its
relationship to the morphological entities lhat‘have been recogngd in the pre!ustonc and
historic peoples of our south coast. Section 11 is devoted to a description of the implements. 7
The skeletons and implements were unearthed in_the latter half of 1949 3?1 Mr. P. _S_.._H.
Badenhorst of Brédasdorp. Ihe skeleial n 'tbrﬁTandjmplements are housed in the Zoological
“Tnstitute, University of Stellenbosch. ‘/)/-w Copr. Towree plusassms ) - ;

L]
'

SECTION 1

|/ SKELETAL MATERIAL
by C. S. GROBBELAAR P

. 3 Touie, oo e
Zoological Institute, University of féfﬂi’ﬁ“ﬁ?,w

The base of the cave is more or Jess circular, about 20T in diameter, and the floor was
covered by a deposit of bat and owl guano. In carting away the guano, the skeletons and
implements were gathered from the floor of the cave where they lay buried under a Jayer of
guano about 5 fi. thick. The materials collected were bropght by Mr. Vermeulen to gl"edas-
dorp. He informed me personally that the skeletal material was taken from two sites in the
cave. At the one site (Site A) he found the skull of an adult—the Sk. Bl. skull refme.d to

-+ above, hereafter also called the Skipskopiskull—and parts of the rest of the skeleton, viz. a
fragment of the Tight scapula, the proximal half of a right humerus, both femurs, tll_nae anfl
fibulae, and a few ankle bones. At the other site (Site B) were founfi twg!‘skull.g with thgr
Jower jaws, and parts of the rest of the skeletons. The skeletal remains from this latter site
mof Juveniles. The nature of the dentition showed that they were from 8 to 9 years
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