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D. DURICRUSTS

Field Note D2e. Calcrete in the Ou Werf Valley

Calcrete lumps on the east side of the Ou Werf Valley.
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D. DURICRUSTS

Field Note D2e. Calcrete in the Ou Werf Valley

The Ou Werf Valley (hame given by the author after a farm - now abandoned in the south of
the valley) is located between the Kars River in the west and the De Hoop Vlei in the east
(Figures 1 and 2).

Figure 1. Satellite image of the area west of De Hoop Vlei. Arrow points to the Ou Werf Valley.

Figure 2. Satellite image of the Ou Werf Valley.
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The floor of the valley consists of red sand, over which a few types of calcrete and calcrete-
silcrete intergrades were formed, some of them are unique to this valley (Figures 3 to 10).

Figure 3. Satellite image of calcrete-capped low hills in the northern part of the Ou Werf Valley.

Figure 4. Calcrete-capped low hill in the northern part of the Ou Werf Valley.
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Figure 5. Top and bottom: white calcrete sheets on the flat floor of the Ou Werf Valley.

SoDHaE Chapter D Feb 2021 This document contains information which is the exclusive property of Yoav Eytam

Page4


https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwit3tPPsOzQAhWCzxQKHcEABRQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.nativeyouthstandingstrong.com/01ab1b-geologists-hammer-quick-shopping&psig=AFQjCNHe1VRSGyh_DUsy8lYoLtaSHWGIvg&ust=1481553579551719

Field notes on the f
GEOMORPHOLOGY, HYDROLOGY (\
) and ARCHAEOLOGY
am{ FEnvirons | Between CAPE AGULHAS and CAPE INFANTA

Geomorphological
Research

Figure 6. Top and bottom: reddish calcrete-silcrete mosaics on the flat floor of the Ou Werf
Valley.
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Sheets of calcrete on the valley floor appear in three different textures / colours - white, mottled
and reddish. They are unique to this valley.

Figure 8. Chunk of disintegrated tabular reddish calcrete-silcrete intergrade on the floor of the
Ou Werf Valley.
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The extent of the reddish calcrete is shown in Figure 9.

Figure 9. The extent of reddish calcrete-silcrete intergrade sheets on the flat floor of the Ou
Werf Valley.
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Calcrete-silcrete intergrade lumps are found on the east side, some with fossils and pebbles.

Figure 10. Top, middle and bottom: lumpy (‘mushroomy’) calcrete on the red sand floor on the
east side of the Ou Werf Valley. Note the fossils and the pebbles at the bottom photo.

SoDHaE Chapter D Feb 2021 This document contains information which is the exclusive property of Yoav Eytam

Pa2e8


https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwit3tPPsOzQAhWCzxQKHcEABRQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.nativeyouthstandingstrong.com/01ab1b-geologists-hammer-quick-shopping&psig=AFQjCNHe1VRSGyh_DUsy8lYoLtaSHWGIvg&ust=1481553579551719

