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N.    DE HOOP VLEI GORGE 
 
Field note N7b.     Karst landforms – Guano Cave 

 

 
 

Entrance to the Guano Cave. 
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N.    DE HOOP VLEI GORGE 
 
Field note N7b.     Karst landforms – Guano Cave 
 
The longest (>650m) and the most scientifically important cave in the De Hoop Area is the De 
Hoop Guano Cave, situated on the east bank of the northern section of the De Hoop Vlei Gorge 
(Figures 1 and 2).  
 

.  
 
Figure 1. Satellite image of the De Hoop Vlei Gorge. Arrow indicates location of the Guano Cave. 

 

 
From an undated publication of the South African Spelaeological Association (Cape Section), on 
the management of the caves in De Hoop Nature Reserve (Curtesy Dr S Craven, of SASA): 
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Figure 2. Map of the northern part of the De Hoop Vlei Gorge. The Guano Cave entrance is 
indicated by the black arrow.  

 
 

 

 
 

Figure 4. Satellite image of the northern section of the De Hoop Vlei Gorge. Arrow points to the 
Guano Cave entrance. 
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Figure 5. The road from Windhoek Farm to the Guano Cave (see Chapter M).  
 
 

 
 

Figure 6. Satellite image of the Guano Cave cliffs. Arrow points to the Guano Cave entrance. 
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Figure 7. The Guano Cave cliffs. View from the west. Arrow points to the Guano Cave entrance. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 8. The Guano Cave cliffs. View from the southwest. Arrow points to the Guano Cave 
entrance. The path to the entrance is currently impassable due to very dense vegetation. 
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The Guano Cave cave was formed in the Wankoe Formation. The entrance to the cave is 15 - 
20 metres above the vlei’s floor (Figure 9 and 10).  
 

 
 

Figure 9. The Guano Cave entrance. The natural, small entrance was enlarged by the settlers, who 
used dynamite. 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 10. Diagram of the Guano Cave. 

Curtesy Dr S Craven of the SA Spelaeological Association.  

https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwit3tPPsOzQAhWCzxQKHcEABRQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.nativeyouthstandingstrong.com/01ab1b-geologists-hammer-quick-shopping&psig=AFQjCNHe1VRSGyh_DUsy8lYoLtaSHWGIvg&ust=1481553579551719


 

Field notes on the 

 GEOMORPHOLOGY, HYDROLOGY 

 and ARCHAEOLOGY 

Between CAPE AGULHAS and CAPE INFANTA 

 
Geomorphological 

Research  

 

SoDHaE Chapter N Dec 2022  This document contains information which is the exclusive property of Yoav Eytam  

 

P
ag

e7
 

From the booklet “the people of De Hoop Nature Reserve”, By Ann and Mike Scott, 2002: 
 

 
           Author’s Note: the length of the cave is 656 m (see diagram, Figure 10). 

 
 

 
 

Figure 11. The assumed, general direction of the Guano Cave (length of the yellow line is the 
reported length of the cave – 656 m), wholly within the Wankoe Formation. The thickness of this 

formation over the entrance is ~30 m and 70 - 80 m over the far end of the cave.   
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About the Guano Cave, from:  
 

 

 
(See bibliography) 
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           Author’s Note: the length of the cave is 656 m (see diagram, Figure 10). 

 
 

 

    Read more about Cape Bats and the Guano Cave’s bats in the Appendices. 
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