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U.     SHORES  
 
Desk Note U10f2b.   Noetsie – Archaeology (Kipdrift Complex) 
 
 

 
 

The Klipdrift Complex. 
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U.     SHORES  
 
Desk Note U10f2b.   Noetsie – Archaeology (Kipdrift Complex) 
 
Noetsie, situated on the rocky shore of the De Hoop Nature Reserve, is an overnight 
accommodtion site of the Whale Trail. It is also the point from which one can access the 
Klipdrift Complex (KDC) – a cave and a shelter, used by Stone Age people (Figures 1 to 3).  
 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Topography map (1:50,000) of Noetsie area. Blue arrow points to the location of the 
Stone-Age Klipdrift Complex (cave and shelter). (The cave sign east of Noetsie marks a minor 

overhang). 
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Figure 2. Topography map (1:10,000) of Noetsie shore and the hills to the north, showing the high 
relief of the area. Arrow points to the location of the Klipdrift Complex.  
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Figure 3. Satellite image of Kleinbaai and the hills to the north, showing the locations of Noetsie 

(white arrow) and the Klipdrift Complex (yellow arrow). 
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The Klipdrift Complex (KDC) is located west of Kleinbaai (Figure 4). 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Figure 4. Top and bottom – views on the Klipdrift Complex from the east.  
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A path at the foot of the cliff, above the boulders west of Kleinbaai, leads to the Klipdrift 
Complex (Figure 5).  

 

 
 

Figure 5. The lower path to the Klipdrift Complex.  
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The Klipdrift Complex was inhabited during the Middle to Late Stone Age (65,000 to 59,000 

years before present. During Late Pleistocene (124 to 13 kabp) sealevel was gradually 

dropping and the shore retreated to many kilometres southwards (Figure 6). 

 

 

Figure 5. Sealevel changes and shoreline migration during late Pleistocene in the Palaeo Agulhas 

Plain. Top – sealevel changes graph for late Pleistocene: arrow points to the approximate 

sealevel during the occupation of the KDC. Bottom – sediment map of the paleo Agulhas Plain: 

black arrow points to the location of KDC; blue arrow points to the approximate location of the 

shoreline at that period. 
Sources: Top – HC Cawtrha, Presentation to the Overberg Geoscientists Group, 2021; Bottom – HC Cawthra et al 2020. 
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The KDC was excavated and studied by archaeologists from 2010 to 2014 (Figures 7 and 8).  

 
 

Figure 7. The Kipdrift Complex excavations. The red arrow points to a ladder system leading to 
the complex from the rocky shore; the black arrow points to a system of ropes and ladders which 
was installed to let access to the KDC from the west; the yellow arrow points to the cable, which 
was used to deliver food, water and equipment to the complex from the landing on the east. (See 

Figure 8). 
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Figure 8. Top - the ladder and rope system (arrow) west of the KDC. Bottom – the landing (arrow) 

from which supplies where lowered to the archaeologists. on the east side.   
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The following pages are excerpts from the paper: 
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Introduction 
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Conclusion 
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The Klipdrift Complex location in the context of other archaeological sites in the area. 
 

 
Read more about Stone Age archaeology in Chapter U. 
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